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I~;: Organizations 
Reform ·Jewish conference scheduled for Oct. 21 

The Jewish community is invited 
to attend the first conference on 
"Reform Jews -in Search of God: 
The Search for Spirituality" to be 
held from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 21, at Temple Emanu-El. 

This open dialogue between At
lanta's Reform rabbis and partici
pants is co-sponsored by the 
UAHC-CCAR Joint Commission 
on Worship and the Atlanta Re
form Synagogue Council. It is an 
attempt to follow · the biblical in
junction in Amos: "Seek Me and 

. Live." 
According to Gary Metzel, chair

man of the conference, there is a 
need to "end the conspiracy of si
lence about God" in the Reform 
movement and to "deepen the spiri
tuality of Reform Jews." 

Rabbi Harvey Fields, chairman 
of the Joint UAHC-CCAR Com
mission Worship, will deliver the 
keynote address. The following 

subjects will be jointly explored by 
the rabbis and participants: "Yis
rael : The Theology of Wrestling 
with God ," Rabbi Philip Kranz; 
"Covenant and Commandment
The Essence of Jewish Life," Rabbi 
Lewis Littman ; "ls There an An
swer After Prayer?," Rabb_i Alvin 
Sugarman; "God as A Being: A 
New Metaphor," by Rabbi Don
ald Tam; "Reach Out and Touch 
The One," by Rabbi Paul Tuchman 
of Athens; "God : The Finish 
Line," by Rabbi Samuel Weinstein; 
"From the Burning Bush: Dialogue 
with The Eternal?," Rabbi Harvey 
Winokur. Rabbi Sanford Seltzer 
of the UAHC staff will present the 
concludipg remarks. 

It is hoped that this conference 
will be a prototype for others to be 
held on the regional and national 
levels within the Reform Move
ment. 

To register, contact your temple 

office or send a check for $7.50 by 
Oct. 10, made payable to Temple 
Emanu-El to : Shelley Covin. c/ o 
Temple Emanu-El, 1580 Spaldi ng 
Drive, Dunwoody. 30338. 
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Unpaid debt 
Almost four decades after the end of Wo rld War II , there are 

still former Nazis who have not been brought to account for their 
deeds and actions. Unfortunately, many of these people have 
found refuge in the United States. 

Arthur Rudolph is such a case. He was in charge of a Nazi 
rocket factory and slave labor camp in Germany and responsible 
for an inhumane program that led to the death of many Jews. 

After the war, Rudolph found his way to these shores and 
became part of the American space program. For years, he 
managed to keep his former life secret; but, finally the truth about 
his past activities was revealed and he has since left this country 
and returned to West Germany. 

It disturbs us to note that there are those in this country who 
would find justification for his role in the Nazi death machine 
because of the life he led in America. A former Central 
Intelligence Agency official claims that Rudolph's inhumane 
treatment of prisoners in his charge should be overlooked because 
of his later contributions to the American space effort. The officiai 
says that Rudolph's help in putti11g a man on the moon should 
clear his debt to society for the deaths of innocent people. 

We cannot forgive or forget Rudolph's willful participation in 
the extermination of so many Jews. His debt to society remains 
unpaid, his crime against humanity remains unpunished . His 
post-war activities, no matter how beneficial to this nation, can 
never make up for the lives so cruelly destroyed. 

We hope that the German government will take the 
appropriate actions in seeing that Arthur Rudolph is finally 
brought to justice. 

-A.R. 

THE HUNT 

Vida Goldgar 

Food for thought 
It sounded like a good idea but would it work? "even though we are devoted to the synagogue, even 

though we have held piously in our hands ou r 
machzorim, our prayerbooks. over these High Holy 
Days, if we are honest with ourselves. we have ... our 
corners of skepticism; indeed , our corner of cynicism .... 

That was the question some time back when Gary 
Metzel conceived the idea. Would eight Reform con
gregations set aside their individual ,.-.,.---..,-,,,,,...,.,....., 
co ncerns to unite for a chancey, 
first-of-its-kind , admittedly some
what esoteric conference? The 
answer was yes. 

The next question was. would 
more than a handful of people set 
aside their Sunday brunches or tel
evised football , or even leaf-raking 
to spend all day wrestling with cri

Citing daily evidence of man's cruelty to man and 
tragedies- which strike good people and fill us with 
questions for which "we would like certain answers," 
the rabbi said: "We ask bow can we-believer We ask. 
'Where was Godr We ask, 'What's the validity of 
prayerr" 

tical questions about God. The organizers hoped that 
at least 30 or 40 individuals would consider it wonh 
while. They were wrong. 

There are no easy answers and nobody expected 
any. But for six hours, in three simultaneous morning 
sessions, each repeated, and three afternoon sessions, 
also repeated, we listened and we thought, and we 
questioned. Nine rabbis addressed separate areas un
der the gen~ral topic. Questions came from all ages, 
while -others listened intently or engaged in dialogue 
with the questioners. 

Sunday, almost 200 people showed up at Temple 
Emanu-EI for a unique conference called "Reform 
Jews in Sea. ch of God: The Search for Spirituality." 
Sponsors w '<e the Atlanta Reform Synagogue 
Council and 1 '1e Union of American Hebrew Congre
gations Comri ission on Worship. 

I went armed with tape recorder and notebook, 
but it took only a little '\"hi le to realize that, short of a 
verbatim transcript, there was not way l could clearly 
convey what was taking place. And a catchy quote, 
out of context, would never capture the essence. So I 
settled back, totally absorbed in the discussions. 

Regrettabl:" one who could not be there was Gary 
Metzel. He w 1s home recuperating from surgery. 
Nonetheless, a' Rabbi Lewis Littman, Southeastern 
regional directc · of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, , aid, ''Gary's vision obviously is vali
dated here today." 

We talked of different views of God, of life after 
death, and of why sometimes does God not seem to 
answer our prayers. (He does, one rabbi said, but 
sometimes the answer is "No.") We mulled over the 
enormous changes which have taken place in Reform 
Judaism and its resurgence into its Jewish roots. Bq(h 
Job and Hitler. 

There were ra 1•bis and representatives from all of 
Atlanta's Reform congregations and from Athens . . 

Rabbi Harvey J . Fields of California, national 
chairman of UAHC's Joint Commission on Worship, 
set the tone in his keynote address. Noting the day's 
nearness to Simchat Torah, he said, "If you are seek
ing a way of dealing with the critical choices of your 
life, then Torah is the way of the Jew." Yet, he said, 

One thing was clear as the day drew to a close. This 
was just a sampler. Each session cried out for a day, or 
a month, or a lifetime, of study. 

But it was a beginning. 

Good people/bad things 
by Stanley M. Lefco 

It is significant that Rabbi Har
old S. Kushner entitled his best sel- · 
ling book, "When Bad Things 
Happen to Good People." By using 
"when," he was im plying that inev
itably bad things will happen to 
good people. Yet, it is his discourse 
on coping with tragedy from the 
religious perspective which con
cerns us here. Having written our 
last anicle on Gaucher's Disease, 
we believed it was appropriate to 
follow it with a review of Kushner's 
book. 

His opening chapter is "Why Do 
the Righteous SufferT' He explores 
the various reasons people give 
and try to accept for their tragedies 
and why God has chosen them, but 
he finds the reasons wanting. For 
example, many assume they are 
only getting what they deserve for 
the sins they have committed, but 
the misfortune is so often dispro
portionate to the sin. 

He 4uotes one of the great Or
thodox Jewish teachers, Rabbi Jo
seph B. Soloveitchik, who stated , 
"Suffering comes to ennoble man, 
to purge his thoughts of pride and 
superficiality, to expand his hori
zons . In sum, the purpose of suffer
ing is to repair that which is faulty 
in a man's personality." 

After exploring other reasons, 
Rabbi Kushner concludes that "all 
the responses to tragedy ... have at 
least one thing in common ... (that) 
God is the cause of our suffering, 
and they try to understand why 
God would want us to suffer." He 
believes there may be another an
swer. "Maybe God does not cause 
our suffering. Maybe it happens 
for some reason other than the will 

of God." Based on this premise, he 
asks, "Could it be that ' How could 
God do this to mer is really the 
wrong question for us to askr' 

In chapter two, the rabbi consi
ders the Book of Job, which he ad
mits is hard to understand, but 
deals with the profound question 
of why God lets good people suffer. 
Job probably experiences more 
tragedy than most people will ever 
experience in a lifetime. Reviewing 
Job's misfortune and his supplica
tions to God , Kushner suggests 
that the message of Job is that God 
is all-powerful, but bad things will 
happen to good people regardless 
of what God may desire. Conse
quently, the author of the Book of 
Job takes the position that God 
should be accepted as not totally 
powerful, but nevertheless a God, 
who is righteous and good. 

Writes Kushner, "It is too diffi
cult even for God to keep cruelty 
and chaos from claiming their in
nocent victims. But could man , 
without God , do it betterT' He also 
notes, "The Bible, after all , repeat
edly speaks of God as the special 
protectGr of the poor, the widow, 
and the orphan, without raising 
the question of how it happened 
that they became poor, widowed, 

or orphaned in the first place." 
The last chapter is entitled, 

"What Good , Then, Is ReligionT' 
Having decided that God does not 
cause our misfortunes and that 
they are not punishments for any
thing we may have done. he urges 
that "we need not feel hurt or be
trayed by God when tragedy 
strikes. We can turn to Him for 
help in overcoming it, precisely be
cause we can tell ourselves that 
God is as outraged by it as we arc." 
Responding to those who question 
God and religion, Kushner offers 
that "God may not prevent the 
calamity, but He gives us the 
strength and the perseverance to 
overcome it. Where else do we get 
these qualities which we did not 
have beforeT' The final analysis is 
how will we respond and what do 
we intend to do now that it has 
happened. 

Rabbi Kushner lost his 14-year
old son, Aaron Zev, to progeria, a 
disease that causes rapid aging. 
The last lines of his book read: "I 
think of Aaron and all that his life 
taught me, and I realize how much 
1 have lost and how much I have 
gained . Yesterday seems less pain
fu l. and I am not afraid of tomor
row." 

Israelis to run in marathon 
NEW YO RK (JTA)- Fourteen Israeli runners will be among 

the 18,000 running enthusiasts to participate in the New York Mar
athon Oct. 28, and were expected to arrive in the U.S. prior to the 
race to do their last-minute training here. 

The runners represent a wide spectrum of Israeli life: there are 
immigrants from the Soviet Union, England and Yemen; doctors, 
civil servants and kibbutzniks; and one young runner is scheduled 
to enter army service on his return from the marathon. The Israeli 
runners are being hosted once again by the Jewish runners of Liv
ingston, N.J ., who received them in their last run in 1982. CUBA FAMILY ARCHIVES




